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and we are encouraged by a very wet Spring. We have been 

getting snow in the high country of late, however, unless we 

continue having a miracle Spring we will no doubt be com-

muting to the Klamath River sooner than normal.  We feel very 

fortunate to have such a large river 15 miles away.

 

It is our intent to deliver a top notch product and experience for 

all our guests and we just want to make everyone aware that 

we will be utilizing sections of the Klamath to a greater degree 

in our early programs.

Thanks for standing with us and who knows, we may end up 

with a pretty normal year in terms of rainfall if  April & May 

turn out like March just did.

It’s early April of 2014 . . .



Many of us in California have had to travel this winter to find snow. I struggle not to be depressed, 

but what’s the point? Maybe there is a silver lining? I have been trying to get to Mt. Baker in Northern 

Washington for years, so Kristy & I decided drive up there. We met my brother, Jock, and his family 

there and made it an event. Even Rush made a 2 day cameo to ride and play board games with his 

young cousins, Marine, 8, and Maeve, 5. They are big fans of their cousin Rush!

I continued on my ‘chasing snow’ quest and soon after the Mt. Baker trip, I flew to Bozeman, MT.  

I skied and stayed with Graham Charles and Elissa Brown. Bridger and Big Sky didn’t disappoint, 

despite the 20 below zero temps.

Next ski trip was a back- country hut trip to the Wallows in Eastern Oregon. It was the quintessential 

“boys” trip with my ski buddies from Scott Valley. We enjoyed a huge slug of cold days, snow and ca-

maraderie at Wallowa Alpine Huts. Despite all of us being a bit geriatric, we are still keeping the peddle 

firmly pressed to the floor and recognize the importance of “keeping after it.” So despite our age and 

the drought and whatever else we worry about, we can always put ‘one foot in front of the other’ on 

this beautiful planet. The glass might be half full this year but let us face it, most of our realities here 

in the west are profoundly easier and better than many places, and as long as we can get out, stay fit 

and keep moving forward, it helps keep your head in place.
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LEVEL OF CLASS 

DATES PRICES 

ADVANCED & INTERMEDIATE 

Classes run concurrently 

May 4-10          $2,090.00  

May 11-17       $2,090.00 

INTERMEDIATE & BASIC INTERMED 

May 18-24 $2,090.00 

May 25-31 $2,090.00       

 

BASIC INTERMEDIATE 

JUNE 1-7 $2,090.00     

JUNE 8-14 $2,090.00   

JUNE 15-21 $2,090.00  

JUNE 22-28 $2,090.00

JUNE 29-July 5 $2,090.00  

 

BASIC INTERMEDIATE & BEGINNING 

JULY 6-12 $2,090.00  

JULY 13-19 $2,090.00 

JULY 20-26 $2,090.00 

JULY 27-AUGUST 2 $2,090.00  

AUGUST 3-9 $2,090.00 

AUGUST 10-16 $2,090.00   

AUGUST 17-23 $2,090.00  

AUGUST  24-30 $2,090.00 

NOT FOR GROWN-UPS-KIDS CAMPS

N.Q.G.U. 

AGES 10-14

JULY 20-26 $950.00  



Solid flows and full weeks were the norm during our 2013 season. Unfortunately, on July 31st, our 

reality changed, big time! On that night, someone started five fires along the Salmon River Road and 

the Sawyers Bar Road. We plunged from blue/green sunny bliss to thick smoke and days and nights 

filled with fear.

We immediately closed Otter Bar, as the down river road was blocked by fire. The Forest Service ap-

proached us about using Otter Bar as a fire camp and within a few days, we had hundreds of fire fight-

ers camping on our property in tents. There were 2 shifts per day/night of men and women coming off 

their jobs to sleep for 8 hours, then back on again.

Within two weeks, the fire that was in the Butler Creek Drainage made it up to our drainage at Otter 

Bar and kept heading up river towards Forks. All the land across the river from us burned including 

our hydro- electric water line. But, then we had a miracle happen, and late in August it began to rain! 

(It never rains in August) Within days the fire camps dwindled and the crews began to leave.   >>>

FOREST FIRES FORCE OTTER BAR 
TO CLOSE, JULY 31, 2013



“ . . . we had hundreds of fire fighters 
camping on our property in tents.“



Although we felt like we were living in a war zone for weeks, this fire was, by and large, a “good fire” 

as fires often are. It cleaned out tons of understory brush and snags. Within two years time, it will be 

hard to notice there was a fire of such intensity in our view shed.

Patty Grantham, our Forest Supervisor of the Klamath National Forest, deserves a medal for driving 

over here each day from Yreka to keep tabs on what was happening. All the Incident Commanders 

and crews were sharp and professional. Our community could not have asked for a more professional 

approach to the problems we faced dealing with such a large conflagration.  n

It’s important to note that we felt the Federal Government did an exemplary job
of managing this fire. 



Despite the fire issues in August & September, we had many wonderful weeks of beautiful weather 

and happy guests. The week that stands out in our minds as being one of the high water marks in our 

history was the Wedding Week, July 7-   13, 2013.

In 2012, two of our clients, Steve Canale and Michele d’Hemecourt, approached us about having their 

wedding at Otter Bar during our season. (We have always had weddings here only in September, after 

we’re done with the kayaking season). Their concept was to take over one week in the summer, invite 

their families and closest friends and tie the knot on the sands of Otter Bar’s Beach in combination with 

a full on whitewater Kayak Class! We were dubious about the idea at first, but Steve & Michele were 

determined to keep it small & simple and spend their ‘wedding week’ kayaking with people they love. 

It was a slam dunk! Joyous, sensational and profound sums it all up. 21 people and children showed 

up and followed our usual schedule, coming in on a Saturday night and leaving the next Saturday. 

The one thing that differed on Sunday was the Wedding on the beach. There was the terrific outdoor 

2013, 
YEAR 
IN 
REVIEW



dinner, live music, toasts galore, a dessert table of their favorite desserts and so much laughter! It was 

a wedding that lasted a week and was so much fun for guests and staff. The dinner table banter was 

hysterical every night as everyone went on about their prowess as kayakers, or not.

On Monday, we began our usual ‘Day One’ in a Kayak for the beginners in the group. They all plunged 

in (literally) into learning kayak skills. Even the ‘older’ folks were down for it and the combination of 

a wedding/kayaking class worked beyond belief. Of course, we had some very game and dynamic 

people here. Special mention goes to both sets of parents of the bride & groom. Steve’s parents, Tom 

& Alida, from Santa Cruz, CA and Michele’s folks from Boston, MA, Pierre and Nancy stuck with the 

program all week!

We had many memorable weeks that stand out and each group has memories for us. Over the past 

30 years we have made many close friends and look forward to all the people that return on a yearly 

basis. Thank you for your continued support through out the years and we can only hope to continue 

to live up to your expectations for many more years to come.  n

“It was a slam dunk! Joyous, sensational 
and profound sums it all up.”



STROKES 
FROM 
THE 
FOLKS

I emailed everyone after I got to Otter Bar 
and told them it was one of the most beau-
tiful places I’d ever seen. Everything is 
so organized, well designed, and lovingly 
cared for. Take that from an old architect!
~ John Gustin, Sebastopol, CA

The instruction was absolutely outstanding in every way. I 
always felt safe but challenged at the same time. They were 
funny, personable and professional during instruction. So 
glad they hung out with us during dinner!
~ Emily Gassert, Seattle, WA

I had no idea that there was so much to be 
learned about kayaking! Everyday I gained 
confidence and was more comfortable in 
the water. Learned something new from 
each instructor. They were so friendly 
and fun to be with.
~ Rachel Adams, Cloverdale, CA

Thanks so much for providing such a fabulous opportunity 
for our whole family!! We seemed to have a fantastic 
group of interesting individuals during our week. That 
made an already great experience even better!
~ Amy & Eric Weiss, Redwood City, CA

Not sure how this week could have been any better. I came with 
high expectations and am leaving completely fulfilled. See you 
next year. 
~ Jon Kretzler, Longview, WA

Instruction was: Outstanding! Supportive! 
Confidence building; patient; customized 
teaching techniques for the individual. They 
provide explanation & demonstration to the 
needs of each student.
~ Ingrid Meszoely, Nashville, TN

The instruction was top notch, patient, 
understanding and very skilled. I had a 
great deal of trepidation that I didn’t 
expect but I was able to work through that 
with their patient guidance.
~ Christine Wilson, Salisbury, NC

Instruction: OUTSTANDING! I thought I knew how 
to kayak and the instructors gently taught me 
so many ways to paddle better.
Food: Scrumdilliumptuous! Inspirational—need 
to work on my kitchen strokes as well!
~ Patso Stow & Tim Madden, Lotus, CA

Instructors should be required to 
run a half marathon every morning 
so they will be as tired as guests 
during the day.
~ Dan Collins, Ashville, NC

I couldn’t find one detail that had been over- 
looked. So in love with the lodge and property! 
And it was so nice to feel welcomed—everyone 
was awesome, warm and made us feel like we be-
longed. My learning curve went from a 19 to 100 
this week. Everything clicked and made sense. 
GREAT teaching.
~ Michelle and Larry Little, Port Angeles, WA



The season of 2013 ended in flames, but not the right kind. We felt awful that we had to pull the 

plug on everyone who had signed up for the month of August and start defending our property 

from fire. But, that being said, the May, June & July moths were fabulous. Full classes, wonderful 

new and return guests, enough water and choices of river runs. And, if you want to know how the 

instruction was, just read Strokes from the Folks in this newsletter.

Throughout the years of watching the guests come and go, I think Kayakers are some of the best 

people. They come to learn a new skill or improve on skills they already possess. They admit there 

is always more to learn, no matter how long they have been kayaking. These are people who are 

out for a fun adventure, but are also aware of the element of danger in kayaking and want to learn 

how to avoid this by learning from professionals. >>

SCUTTLEBUTT



Everyone working on the water at OBL is professional and loves this sport so much, they pretty 

much spend their lives doing it. People who choose professions they love are the best kind of 

teachers to have, no matter what the job. We are glad to have had the best in the field of kayaking 

work here.

Here is a list of some of the great kayakers and teachers who have worked here during the first 

20 years of Otter Bar. (Note: this is not a full list, since my memory is not a full deck) Off the top of 

my head I’m thinking of our past guides who have helped the sport of kayaking, water sports and 

outdoor conservation:

Rob Lesser; Don Banducci; John Wasson; Reg Lake; Chris Spelius; Brennan Guth; Phil & Mary 

DeRiemer; Bob McDougal; Will Gadd; Jimmy Grossman; Andy Corra; Jason Arbetter; David Cooks; 

Peter Kettering; Polly Green; Dunbar Hardy; Geoff Harkness; Creek Hanauer; Jason Bates; Tracee 

Bowerman . . . This group helped launch Otter Bar in the 1980s through the 1990s. Many of these 

people helped pioneer the sport of kayaking and gave Otter Bar a strong teaching foundation with 

we still carry with us. >>



One of these guides, Peter Kettering, is still part of the Otter Bar Team. Traveling across the ocean 

to get here each year. He’s branching out a bit by doing a couple of First Descents Camps for can-

cer patients at Tarkio in Montana. This is a wonderful program that kayakers every where should 

know about. First Descents is a non- profit sports camp for people with cancer who want to experi-

ence another kind of challenge . . . to learn to kayak.

While no one has been teaching here as long as Peter Kettering we still have a core group who 

have been with us for many years. They are all the best instructors in the sport and the greatest 

friends we could wish for.  >>



One big announcement is: GALENA SEEGER AND LINCOLN ELSE were married in at her family’s 

citrus farm in Winters, CA in September, 2013. The wedding was supposed to happen at Otter 

Bar, but that darn old fire screwed things up again. It was spectacular, nevertheless. Galena has 

been part of Otter Bar in spirit, if not in body, for so many years. All our river people were there 

to send her off into marriage bliss (don’t laugh!). Graham, Elisa, Creek, Betty Ann, PK, Vicki,  

Jason, Rachel and infant Abe, Rush, Alli, tons of Forks of Salmon People and about 100 more 

that I can’t recall at the moment. We’ve been waiting for this day for many years it was worth 

every minute of the wait.   n

14026 Salmon River Road
Forks of Salmon, CA 96031

t: 530.462.4772  f: 530.462.4788
otterbar@gmail.com 
www.otterbar.com
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